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Map 11. Wind speed 510 and 234 knots

BLACK LINE - Percent frequency of wind speed 510 knots (512  mph).

BLUE LINE - Percent frequency of wind speed 234 knots (239 mph).

Albers Equal-Area Conic Projection

Graphs: Wind speed/direction

Direction frequency (top scale): Bars represent percent frequency of winds observed from each direction.
Speed frequency (bottom scale): Printed figures represent percent frequency of wind speeds observed from
each direction.
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WIND SPEED (KNOTS)

The scalar mean wind speed on the graph is based on the number of dbservations  reporting a wind speed with direction. The
sum of the TOTAL line provides the cumulative percent frequency of wind speed below a selected threshold value. In the legend
graph, 71% of all winds were less than 17 knots (20 mph). The sum of the percent frequencies of the four wind speed isopleths
for a given month and location on Map Sets 11 and 12 should equal 100%.

Surface wind is one of the most commonly observed elements. Many of the observations from the NCDC data base are
visual observations based on the roughness of the sea (see table in text of Set 14). In recent years, more ships acquired
anemometers and reported measured winds. Prior to 1963, many of the winds were recorded in the Beaufort  scale; such
estimates have proven to be quite reliable and can be used with a high degree of confidence.
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